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Updated Appeal – Founders Week & Wacipi Celebration ($47,000) 

From: Keiton Guess, Director of Development, Sinte Gleska University 

Wóphila ĉik’ala — thank you for your continued support of Sinte Gleska University and the 
Sicangu Lakota Oyate. 

On February 3, 1971, SGU opened its doors and forever reshaped education on the Rosebud 
Reservation. Our founding was more than an institutional milestone — it was an act of 
sovereignty, resilience, and cultural reclamation. 

This year, as we prepare for our 54th Annual Founders Week & Wacipi Celebration, I am 
reaching out to you with both gratitude and purpose. This celebration brings together our 
entire community in honor of our history, our achievements, and our future as a sovereign 
people. 

Youth Day 

A day centered on our children — uplifting their voices, supporting their leadership, and 
grounding them in Lakota identity. 

Student Day 

A celebration of our SGU students, their achievements, and their journeys as future leaders, 
educators, and cultural protectors. 

Education Day 

A day honoring teaching and learning — acknowledging SGU faculty, local schools, alumni, 
and all who keep Lakota knowledge alive. 



Self-Determination Day 

A tribute to the founders, elders, and activists who made SGU possible. Their legacy 
continues to shape our sovereignty and direction. 

All of these days lead us into our vibrant Wacipi Celebration, where dancers, singers, elders, 
families, and relatives from near and far come together in ceremony, remembrance, and joy. 

To fully fund this year’s celebration, we must now raise $47,000. This increase reflects 
rising costs and our commitment to supporting all participants with dignity. 

Your contribution will directly support: 

• Honoraria for dancers, singers, and drum groups

• Meals, hospitality, and community gatherings

• Youth activities and support for young dancers

• Elders’ seating, care, transportation, and accommodations

• Cultural demonstrations and educational events throughout the week

Your gift ensures that SGU continues to be a place where sovereignty is lived, culture is 
honored, and Lakota identity thrives. You help strengthen a tradition that has carried our 
people for generations. 

I respectfully ask you to support the 54th Annual Founders Week & Wacipi Celebration with 
a gift today. 

Together, we honor the past, celebrate the present, and protect the future. 

Wóphila tȟáŋka — thank you for standing with us. 

Keiton Guess 

Director of Development 

Sinte Gleska University 




