Faculty Council Meeting Minutes

June 20, 2025

Department Representative P
Arts & Science Ann Krejci X
Arts & Science Mike Leneaugh - Chairman X
Arts & Science Jenni Rodin X
Business Sheila Wheeler
Education Aimee Schrader X
Great Plains Art Institute Jared Jennings
Human Services Liz Kornely — Vice Chairwomen X
Lakota Studies Sonny White Hat — Secretary X
Institute of Technologies Tony Spotted Elk — Sergeant at Arms
Nursing Sharon Egleston X

Non-Voting Members

Administration - President Erica Moore
Administration - Exec. VP Colette Keith
VP of Academic Affairs Cheryl Medearis X
Academic Affairs Admin Assist. | Patty Farmer X
Dean of Students Margaret Ross
Staff/Faculty Rep. to BOR Brenda Farmer X

Faculty & Administration Present




Jackson Furlong, Kate Burnham, Art Fisher, Lisa Hoesing, Dwayne Stenstrom Sr.,
Royal Lost His Blanket-Stone Jr., Katarin Jurich - Pipeboy, Holly Boomer, Julia Cahill,

Maureece Heinert, Ned Day

Agenda:

1. Wocekiye: Royal Lost His Blanket-Stone Jr.

2. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Please review the document link
attached below:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgEdpL7GVitMOT2up96DudCp3viC4p0 diC4WKz

OuvE/edit?tab=t.0

Sharon motions to approve, Aimee seconds the motion

5 Approve / 4 Abstain / 0 Oppose

3. Announcements, questions, comments.

o Faculty questioned Art about times for the professional development webinars,
but there were dates. Art stated that the Faculty would have to click on the
hyperlink and it will show dates/times for the webinars. Faculty appreciate Mike
for his leadership, indigenous perspective on things as Chairman for the Faculty
Council.

e Cheryl Medearis requested that items 13 & 14 be moved up on the agenda.

4. The FC chair will give a report on last month’s meeting with the president.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lgEdpL7GVttM0T2up96DudCp3vfC4p0_djC4WKz0uvE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lgEdpL7GVttM0T2up96DudCp3vfC4p0_djC4WKz0uvE/edit?tab=t.0

e The President made an announcement on the SGU website for the memorial of
Joseph Marshall 1ll. as requested by faculty.

e Faculty members were solicited for their interest in serving on a new Policy
Committee. Input was requested regarding the committee's structure, meeting
frequency, and general operational guidelines.

« Dr. Moore sent out an email on what is going on in the SGU community. Dr.
Moore and Mike Leneaugh will be focusing on fostering cultural changes,
reconciliation efforts, and improving campus-wide communication.

e AICF holds a conference on communication and maybe more faculty could go
next year, SGU has 2 discounted spots.

« Faculty requested the reintroduction of the faculty calendar. It was suggested
that the calendar could also incorporate professional development activities,

including details such as attendees, locations, and hosts for conferences.

Discussions:

5. Faculty are concerned about dual degrees, why are some students allowed to

do this but others are not. Is there a policy governing this?

e Students have raised concerns and are requesting clarification on any existing
policy that limits graduation to a single degree. They are also asking if there is a
policy governing this.

e There is a question regarding whether a policy exists that prohibits this practice.



« Consideration should be given to approving matriculation numbers for students
pursuing dual degrees.

e The Higher Learning Commission (HLC) is requesting data on how students are
utilizing their Pell Grant funds, specifically to ensure appropriate use.

« Decisions impacting students are being made without their direct input.

« Student success should be formally recognized, either through academic
transcripts or degree documentation.

« If students are fully aware of their financial aid status and choose to continue
their studies to earn an additional degree, what is the rationale for preventing
them from doing so?

« If the awarding of dual degrees is linked to financial aid regulations, how are
other colleges and universities able to offer them?

« While "students are in charge of their education,"” the extent of actual student
autonomy in decision-making needs to be examined.

« If stackable degrees are offered, they could potentially be interdisciplinary in
nature.

e« SGU could consider forming a policy committee composed of Faculty &

Administration to address and express student academic freedom and autonomy.

Maureece motions to create an ad hoc policy committee addressing dual degrees

following new policy and procedures in place.

Sharon seconds the motion

6 Approve / 3 Abstain / 0 Oppose



Maureece, Liz, Royal, Lisa, Shannon and Julia will serve on this committee.

Lisa will send out an email when the first meeting will be held.

13. Maureece Heinert will present the Business Department’s new MBA program.

e SGU will be the 2nd TCU to have an MBA.

« Human Resources, Operations Management and Marketing will be the 3 focus
areas of the degree.

o« CR #2025-15, Class Ill Request for a new program, Masters in Business

Administration

Sharon motions to approve_CR #2025-15, Class lll Request for a new program, Masters

in Business Administration, Sonny seconds the motion.

6 Approve/ 3 Abstain / 0 Oppose

14. Royal Lost His Blanket-Stone, Jr. will present the new Lakota Studies Master

of Arts program.

¢ Royal has a handbook for students in Lakota Studies that is currently under
development.

e This degree will be used for tribal programs, BIA, consultations, land & natural
resources, etc.

e CR# 2025-19, Class lll for a new program, Masters in Lakota Studies



Maureece motions to approve CR# 2025-19, Class lll for a new program, Masters in

Lakota Studies, Sharon seconds the motion

6 Approve / 3 Abstain / 0 Oppose

6. Ask administration to schedule regular university meetings and events at least
a month ahead of time--and avoid impromptu events that change set schedules

as much as possible.

« Faculty would like the calendar back, as it is helpful with our planning as some of

us plan months in advance for certain events.

7. Student transportation plans for fall?

e Students were using the tribe's transportation, paying out of pocket. Some
students weren’t being picked up due to SGU being down a driver or drivers
getting switched to other routes.

e Faculty council could put a memo together regarding student transportation.

8. Are there daycare plans for fall?

o Faculty expressed discontent that their students don’t have daycare anymore, as
it interferes with class and being able to teach.
o Daycare is a big impact, some students can’t fully focus on class when they have

their children.



9. Is there a SGU buildings plan for the future?

o Hopefully by fall we will have a report on the buildings.

10. What is the latest strategic plan?

« We have a current strategic plan that goes to 2027, members will go back and
look at and make adjustments, what have we done and what needs to be added.
« Faculty requested to have an updated flier on what the strategic plan is, the one

regarding “This is our mission, this is our vision...”

11. Update on the developmental education program for the fall semester.

Foundational Studies (Developmental Education) will comprise of three courses:
o College Success
o Integrated Reading & Writing
o Math

e Courses will be offered in an accelerated 8 week session (8 weeks each for
Reading & Writing, College Success, and Math)

o Students who successfully complete RW 093 course may progress to the 9th
week of EN 101 course. Students who do not test out of RW 093 will be required
to take an additional 8 week RW 093 session.

e SGU is working on not charging students tuition who are in Dev Ed classes, so

they are not using their pell grant up.



12. HLC mock visit update

e« HLC was to be next week 6/23/25-6/27/25, but the mock visit might be sometime

in August/September after registration.

15. Policy committee — Need ideas for creation and structure of committee and

faculty to serve on it.

e Margaret Ross will be serving on this committee.
o Mike will send out an email asking the Faculty if they want to serve on this

committee.

End of meeting. 6/23/25 12:00pm



